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CURRENT POLITICAL TRENDS IN THE USSR AS 
REFLECTED IN THE NEW PARTY PROGRAM AND PARTY 
STATUTES 


The two major Communist Party documents under discussion in the . 
Soviet Union, the drafts of the Party program and of the Party statutes, pre- 
sent accurate reflections of current political trends in that country. 


The first part of the program, dealing with the transition from capi- 
talism to Communism, presents the basic principles of Soviet foreign policy 
toward the Communist bloc, the free world and the world Communist move- 
ment. 


Concerned with ''the building of a Communist society, '' the second 
part of the program outlines an extremely ambitious twenty-year plan for 
the whole Soviet economy. In apparent anticipation of difficulties in ful- 
filling it, the Party document warns that the plan. can be carried out 
only under peaceful conditions. 


The section of the new program dealing with agriculture is an ex- 
ample of how the writers of this highly pragmatic blueprint for a Communist 
society of the future have revised the tenets of Marxism-Leninism. 

It appeers that one of the main purposes of the program is to allow the 
Soviet leadership to maintain ideological supremacy in the world Communist 
movement. 


The draft of the Party statutes reflects the Kremlin's need to conso- 
lidate the leadership of the Party and to shake it out of its present bureau- 
cratic torpor, which has kept it supine amidst new social challenges anda 
growing spirit of independent criticism. The Soviets now hope to jog the 
Party to life by authorizing election procedures’ which have thé — 
appearance of being democratic. "Phis approach carries with it the ten- 
dency to erode the Party's power sagan dh and undermine its essentially 
totalitarian nature. 
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No. 3, 1961/62 


CURRENT POLITICAL TRENDS IN THE USSR AS 
REFLECTED IN THE NEW PARTY PROGRAM AND PARTY 
STATUTES 


The drafts of the new Soviet Party program and of the Party 
statutes, which are to be the main subject of discussion at the twenty - 
second Soviet Party Congress, are of great interest for the light they ~ 
shed on current political trends in the Soviet Union. The first part of 
the program, whose title declares that "the Transition from Capital- 
ism to Communism is the road of human progress, '"' presents the ba- 
sic principles of Soviet foreign policy in relation to the Communist 
bloc, the Free World and the World Communist Movement. Its thesis 
may be summarized as follows: the transition from capitalism to 
Communism is inevitable and will be effected in all countries by re- 
volution and dictatorship of the proletariat. A country's transition 
to a dictatorship of the proletariat without civil war is "desirable, "' 
but it must be constantly borne in mind that there exists also the 
path of "nonpeaceful" achievement of the victory of Communism. In 
national-liberation movements and in countries with so-called 
"national-democratic" systems of government, the Communists 
are required to drive home the point that "the guarantee of national 
independence and of social progress" lies solely "in an active 
struggle against the imperialists.'' The program also emphasizes 
that constant and abrupt switches in tactics are the key to the ul- 
timate triumph of World Communism. In the case of internal, « 
socialist-bloc policy, it is declared that to build socialism in isolation 
is both reactionary and perilous. According to the program, the aim 
of Soviet foreign policy is to ayoid wars and bring about healthy inter- 
national relations., complete and universal disarmament, and inter- 
national co-operation in every sphere. The Communist Party will 
also give every support to"holy"liberation wars and exercise the 
highest vigilance against aggressive circles. 
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The second part of the program, on "'the tasks of the CPSU 
in building a Communist Society, '' explains how the Soviet Union 
will achieve this goal within the next twenty years. Its economic 
section outlines a twenty-year plan for the whole Soviet economy-- 
a project out of place in what purports to be a document of a pure- 
ly theoretical nature. As Pravda admits: 


The draft of the New CPSU program has a number of 
peculiarities. ...The detailed character of the draft 

goes hand in hand with maximum preciseness in the 
definition of the ways to Communist transformation.... 
The concrete nature of the new program is shown clear- 
ly in the sections on the economy, and expresses the 
economic aspect of the building of Communism in terms 
of precise deadlines, concrete plan assignments and 
State economic measures (August 2, 1961). 


All the figures for scheduled production increases in indus- 
try and in agriculture are indeed stipulated with great finality; for 
example, it is stated that during the second decade of building Com- 
munism (1970-1980), Soviet industrial production will rise no less 
than six times, labor productivity in industry 4.5 times and in agri- 
culture 5 to 6 times; agricultural production as a whole is to rise 
3-5 times, gross output of grain is to double, and the production of 
meat and milk is to increase four and three times, respectively, 
The extreme ambitiousness of these targets is evidently understood by 
the Soviet leaders. As if anticipating failure to usher in the Com- 
munist millenium on the date promised, Pravda gave the following 
excuse: ''The program can only be successfully carried out under 
peaceful conditions. Any worsening of the international situation 
and the necessary resultant expenditure on defense may hold up 
realization of the plans..." (July 30, 1961). 


An interesting example of Soviet revisionism of classic 
Marxist-Leninist teachings on the future Communist society ap- 
pears in the section of the new program dealing with agriculture. 
The section predicts that the Soviet peasantry will evolve Com- 
munist social and production relations through an all-embracing 
development and consolidation of the present kolkhoz system, the 
kolkhoz and co-operative property gradually acquiring a general 
"public character. '' Such development would directly contradict 
the principle that kolkhoz property would be first turned over to 
the State and only subsequently become public property. 
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The section entitled ''Tasks of the Party in Improving the 
Living Standard of the People, '' promises free education, free 
municipal services, such as transport and lighting, free meals 
for factory and agricultural workers and for school children. How- 
ever, there is to be no abolition of money during the twenty years 
up to 1980. The authors of the draft program state that wages and 
salaries will not be abolished and that remuneration will continue 
to be dependent upon the type of work. Money will remain the 

main medium of commodity exchange, and a start toward the goal 
of "distribution according to need’ will not begin "in real earnest" 
until nearly the end of the pericd. 


The section containing what might be termed the twelve Com- 
munist ''commandments" is interesting in that only three are strict- 
ly Communist: "Devotion to Communism," ''Love for the Socialist 
Hemeland and for the countries of Socialism," and 'Implacability to- 
ward the enemies of Communism and fraternal solidarity with the 
working people of all countries. '' The rest of the precepts in this 
"Moral code for builders of Communism," such as those enjoining 

"a high sense of social duty, '' honesty and truthfulness, moral pro- 
bity, concern for the upbringing of children and for the unity of the 
family, ere in no way peculiar to ''Soviet man," and indeed Pravda 
admits: 


"We are the direct and lawful heirs to the moral principles 
evolved in the course of the age-old history of mankind and formu- 
lated by the most enlightened human minds" (August 29, 1961). 


The general impression gained from an examination of the 
draft Party program is of a highly pragmatic blueprint for a Com- 
munist society which in many respects clashes with orthodox Marx- 
ist theory. One such contradiction is the declaration that the State 
is not to wither away as the Soviet Union enters Communism, but 
on the contrary is steadily to acquire greater powers. It emerges 
clearly that one of the main purposes of the program is to enable 
the Soviet leaders to maintain their ideological supremacy within 
the world communist movement by announcing that their country 
will be the first to enter what they choose to term a "communist" 
society. 


The principal feature of interest in the draft of the new 
Party statutes is the rewriting of the section on Organizational 
Structure of the Party. Inner-Party Democracy." For the first 
time in Soviet Party history an attempt has been made, on paper 
at least, to work out something approaching a guarantee that the 
Party will not again become the tool of one man, as in Stalin's 

day. At each regular election, the Party Central Committee and 
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its Presidium are now to be replaced by at least one-fourth of their 
membership, and by at least one-third in the case of Party commit- 
tees for republics, krais and oblasts. The key rule is that members 
of the Party Presidium--the real Soviet power center--and other top 
Party functionaries shall ''as a rule" not be eligible for re-election 
for more than three consecutive terms (12 years). However, in cer- 
tain cases particularly outstanding" Party leaders may be elected 
"for a longer period, '' provided they obtain in secret ballot no less 
than three-fourths of the votes cast. 


The draft statutes are noteworthy also for the way in which 
they reflect the Soviet leaders' concern (a) to consolidate the lead- 
ership of ‘the Party and (b) to jog the Party out of the bureaucratic 
ossification and torpor which affect much of its present structure. 
These two aims, together with the new rules governing elections of 
Party cadres, stem from the need to make the Party sufficiently dy- 
namic to meet the new social challenges and growing spirit of inde- 
pendent criticism now developing at various levels of Soviet society, 
above all among the young generation. In this task the Party has not 
enjoyed any conspicuous success so far. As indieated in the new 
Party documents, the basic dilemma of the Soviet regime today is 
to impart to the Party structure some form of democracy as a con- 
cession to popular pressure while strengthening the Party's omni- 
potent position within the State as a safeguard against the danger 
of its ''withering away" in a Communist society. In Stalin's days 
the Party was given ''fresh life'' through periodic purges. Now 
the same object is to be achieved by apparantly democratic elec- 
tion procedure. It is, of course, an open question whether this 
solution can be effected without eventually undermining the Party's 
power monopoly and its essentially totalitarian nature. 
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